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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S HUMAN RIGHTS SPEECH 

REE: STATE 098034 

1. USIS HAS GIVEN 'WIDE DISTRIBUTION TO SECRETARY'S APRIL 30 
SPEECH ON HUMAN RIGHTS. CHARGE HAS EORWARDED COPIES OF SPEECH 

TO PRIME MINISTER, FOREIGN MINISTER AND OTHER SENIOR MEMBERS OE THE 
GOVERNMENT. CHARGE USED OPPORTUNITY OP CALL ON ATTORNEY GENERAL 
TAN BOON TEIK ON ANOTHER MATTER TO HAND HIM A COPY OF SPEECH. 

CHARGE STRESSED COMPREHENSIVE NATURE OF THE STATEMENT AND 
ITS CENTRAL IMPORTANCE TO OUR FOREIGN POLICY. ATTORNEY GENERAL 
SAID HE HAD ALREADY RECEIVED A COPY PROM USIS AND THAT HE HAD READ IT 
■WITH INTEREST, BUT HE MADE NO OTHER COMMENT. 

2. SINGAPORE'S LABOR DAY (MAY 1) AND THE GENERAL ELECTION IN 
INDONESIA DOMINATED THE NEWS STORIES AND EDITORIALS IN THE 
SINGAPORE PRESS DURING THE WEEK POLLOWING SECRETARY'S 
SPEECH. THE "SUNDAY TIMES" 

OF MAY 1, HOWEVER, CARRIED A REUTER REPORT IN ITS 
"WORLDWIDE" PAGE ENTITLED "HUMAN RIGHTS DRIVE TO BE 
PRAGMATIC, NOT SELF-RIGHTEOUS'." THE REPORT SAID 
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VANCE GAVE " THE FULLEST OUTLINE SO PAR OF THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION'S POLICY ON HUMAN RIGHTS. " IT THEN WENT 
ON TO SPECIFY THE THREE CATEGORIES OP HUMAN RIGHTS. 

THE "NANYANG SIANG PAU", THE ONLY OTHER NEWSPAPER TO 
REPORT ON VANCE'S SPEECH, WENT ON TO SPECIPY THE QUESTIONS 
TO BE CONSIDERED AS THE U S. DETERMINES WHETHER AND HOW 
TO ACT IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS. THERE HAVE BEEN NO 
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EDITORIALS. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY BELIEVES HEAVY COVERAGE GIVEN TO 
PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION STATEMENTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS IS 
PRINCIPAL REASON WHY SPEECH HAS NOT RECEIVED VERY MUCH 
ATTENTION IN THE LOCAL MEDIA. SINCE GOS UNDOUBTEDLY 
HAS SOME RESERVATIONS CONCERNING CERTAIN ASPECTS OE OUR 
HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY, WE THINK POLITICAL LEADERSHIP AS 
WELL AS SENIOR CIVIL SERVANTS WILL AVOID COMMENTING 
ON IT EITHER PUBLICLY OR PRIVATELY. 

GRANT 
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